import PCX graphics created in other pro-
grams.

. In addition to these basic operations,
Easyest LX supports the creation of se-
quences that work as subroutines. To sce
how this feature works, consider that the
simplest kind of sequence is execute Step
A.then B and then C. However, LX allows
Steps A, B and C to consist of calls to other
sequences, Hence you can divide a com-
plex tusk into many simple tasks, create a
sequence for each one and build an overall
outline sequence that ties them all together.
Further, one sequence can call another many
limos,

Easyest LX provides two capubilities to
help you create the exact sequence desired.
The first is the capability of viewing a se-
quence flowchart (Fig 2), a diagram with
cach step described in a box with lines
connecting them to indicate the order of
execution. A quick fook at the flowchan
helps you immediately determine it it's what
you intended. If not, another capability
makes it easy to comrect @ sequence by
editing it as a text file instead of going
through the process of regenerating it com-
pletely. For example, it you accidently re-
verse lwo steps in the sequence you can
simply move the tunction calls. Munual
editing also means you ¢an combing sev-
eral sequences by appending text files and
quickly create sequences based on saved
files. LX comues with a built-in text editor
for this purpuse o you can Use any ather
text editor,

Finally note that although LX doesn't
have o runtime version. operators needn’t
be familiar with the develupmuent ebviron-
ment because they can cxecute a recorded
sequence directly from the DOS prompt.

All very fine but...

Uniil now we've discussed the package’s
goad points, bul no program is perfect. [n
this case. unlike many programs, Easyest
LX doesn’t provide an automatic installer

EXPERT COLUMN: DATA ACQUISITION & CONTROL W

cess in the manual would hetp, but instafla
tion isn't well documented, vither, In par-
ticulur, the procedure for installing various
hardware and softwure components con-
sumes about two pagas in the manual—
most of which is references to other manu-
als, What's needed is for Asyst o consoli-
date some of this extra materal into the LX
manual, Another limitation is that LX
doesn’t acess extended memory. This trait

allows the progrum o run on B088-based

machines, but given that the program’s pet-
Formance tends W dictate at least an AT-
class machine, why bead over backwards
to maintain compatibitity with a computer
that's going to be frustratingly slow?

Next. LX isn't multitasking and so any
task monopolizes the computer’s resources,
To intersperse WO coticurrent tasks you
must embed hoth cperutions in one loop—
but then the application is no longer modu-
lar and maintenance could become compli-
cted. In addition. multitasking created in
this manner only allows tasks to cither ex-
ecute at the same rate or & multiple of the
same rote. For example you could create
code that only executed vvery third itera-
tionof o loop. A reluted problemisthat you
can only nest sequences three deep. The
“fix” i o manually copy the text of the
called sequence into the calling sequence—
again, whither modularity?

Finally. while Easyest LX allows youto
edit wavetorms, the interface is cumber-
some. To extract a portion of o waveform
you work with start anid end cursors that
you must move o enclose the duta of inter-
est. Unfonunately, to move the cursors you
MUSE press ofi-screen cursor arrows with
the motse. A better way of handling this
process would be w simply allow you to drag
the cursordirectly o the desired location.

However, putting these quibbles aside. [
still Tee! that Easyest 1LX is an exceflent
choice For many moderately -sized applica-
tiuns, In particular, the program’s user in-
terface performs well and the program as a
whale gives exeellent value for the money.

program. A tharough description of the pro- PEAIN
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Las Master DMA

Key FEATURES s
o 12-16 Bit ADC SOLUTHONS
& 16 Analog Channels
s 2DAC's
¢ 24 Dighal [/O Lines
e 5 Timer Counters

BASEBOARD
Kev FEATURES
e 98 Lines Of TTL SCLUTIONS

Compatible [nput/Output

e /O Lines Programmable In Sets
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Santa Cruz, California 95062
(408) 479-6432
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SCIENTIFIC SOLUTIONS REQUEST FOR CUSTOMER CREDIT

CCR # Sales Order #

Date: / § 7 ) / 0’ / Sales Order Date:

Requested By: __/ zL Invoice #

: C{Jstomer# Q/’?OL)’ /
Customer Name and Address:

1900087 0 10 o Zae
r;b"Zﬂg g reo Sl N
Sandlr @Zﬁ (A G506

Contact: —7 T

Phone: L/G g-< 9 - '37/ 32—

Product # Item Description Quantity Unit Price Total
(- O,n LrloeiZion | s /299, 0

)

SUB TOTAL 12923 go
Cancel/Re-Stocking Charges
Adjustment Factor (To be computed by Credit Manager)

TOTAL
Reason Code Explanation: / b= /)zﬂ / //)}f ?’ﬁtﬁ’/ %’4} -
ﬂg VAN Szﬁ%/w /9 7/ //M

ALL CREDITS: APPROVALS

Credit Manager
les Manager

Return Instructions Sent
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ENGINEERING

AND INSTRUMENTATION NEWS

Phil James

DIGITAL DISTRIBUTORS
718 Frederick St,
Santa Cruz CA 95062

PAYMENT DUE: September 30,1991

Editorial Office; National Sales Office:
Box 430 Box 152

Rya, NH 03870 Pina Braok, NJ 07058
(603) 427-1377 (201) 808-0165

ADVERTISING INVOICE (X39/1191

AD CONFIRMATION ( ) 8/7/91

ADVERTISER: DPigital Distributors
AGENCY,IO#,PO#;: verbal; IO signed Phil James 8/1/91
AD DESCRIPTION: repeat May'9l

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:

ISSUE/YEAR: Sept'9l
FREQUENCY RATE: 12x
INSERTION SIZE: 1/3v
COLORS: b/w

COLOR CHARGE;
POSITION CHARGE:

SUBTOQTAL: $ 1520.00
AGENCY FEE =-15%: 228.00
NET AMOUNT DUE: § 1292.00

PREVIOUS BALANCE: §

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: § 1292.00
(TERMS 30 DAYS)

Please make check payable to PEC INC.

Please send payments to Ad Accounts Mgr.

at NATIONAL SALES OFFICE.

PAST DUE INTEREST FEE 2% PER MONTH (242 ANNUALLY) ON UNPAID BALANCES

OVER 60 DAYS.

Thank you,
Clara Morgan
Advertising Accounts Manager



